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Call for applications: Autonomous Weapons Youth Delegate Programme

Overview

Stop Killer Robots is now inviting applications to the Autonomous Weapons Youth Delegate Programme for
emerging experts aged 30 and under to participate in key multilateral meetings on autonomous weapons
systems in Geneva in September and November 2026.

The Autonomous Weapons Youth Delegate Programme is made possible by the generous support of the
Government of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg.

The Autonomous Weapons Youth Delegate Programme will support four young people (students, recent
graduates, practitioners, researchers, or other junior professionals aged 30 and under) from underrepresented
regions* to develop practical skills in the field of disarmament and emerging technologies through the
participation in key multilateral meetings on autonomous weapons systems in Geneva in 2026, in particular,
either the Group of Governmental Experts (GGE) on Lethal Autonomous Weapons Systems (LAWS) in
September (31 August—4 September) or the Seventh Review Conference of the Convention on Certain
Conventional Weapons (CCW) in November (16-20 November) (*Africa, Asia and the Pacific, Latin America
and the Caribbean, and the Middle East and North Africa). Prior to participating in the conferences in Geneva,
Youth Delegates will deepen their understanding of disarmament, arms control, and autonomous weapons
systems through online lectures and briefings, training workshops on international disarmament processes,
and capacity-building sessions to develop leadership and professional skills. Costs related to Youth Delegates’
travel, accommodation, and a daily stipend in Geneva will be covered by the programme.

Eligibility

Applicants should hold at least a Bachelor’s degree (or equivalent) by the anticipated travel date (either 29
August 2026 for the GGE on LAWS or 14 November 2026 for the CCW Review Conference). Graduate
students who have recently graduated or are currently enrolled in an academic programme are also eligible.
Applicants must have a demonstrated interest in disarmament and arms control, international affairs, and/or
emerging technologies, with a particular emphasis on autonomous weapons systems. The working language
for this programme is English and applicants should have strong spoken and written English skills; knowledge
of other languages is a plus. Stop Killer Robots is committed to full, equal, and meaningful participation of
underrepresented groups, and particularly encourages those marginalised in the disarmament sector to apply.

Application & Selection process

Applicants should submit a CV or résumé with their relevant academic and professional experiences alongside
a personal statement (one page) detailing their motivation to participate in the programme and why they should
be selected to Charlotte Akin, Campaign Programs & Engagement Officer at charlotte@stopkillerrobots.org.

The deadline to submit applications is 17 June 2026.

We strive for gender parity, diversity of professional or academic backgrounds, and will select one delegate
from each of the following regions: Africa, Asia and the Pacific, Latin America and the Caribbean, and the
Middle East and North Africa.
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